
 

Connect with the City 
 

Facebook Pages: 

 City of Berkley – 

Government & 

Community Services 

 Berkley Public Library 

 Berkley Parks & 

Recreation 

 Berkley CruiseFest 

 Behind the Badge 
 

Twitter : @cityofberkley 
 

Berkley Online 

 www.berkleymich.org 

 www.berkleymich.org/cal

endar.shtm 

 
Upcoming City Council 

Meetings 
 

 July 17 

 

Upcoming Planning 

Commission Meetings 
 

 July 25 

 

Upcoming Zoning Board of 

Appeals (ZBA) Meetings 
 

 No July meeting 

 

City Council Meetings begin at 7 

PM. Planning Commission 

meetings and ZBA Meetings 

begin at 7:30 PM. City Council, 

Planning Commission and ZBA 

meetings are held at the Berkley 

City Hall. 
 

You can watch the meetings live 

on the city's website or on 

cable. (WOW-ch.10, Xfinity-

ch.17).  
 

A recorded version of the 

Council and Planning meetings 

are available on the City's 

YouTube channel 3-4 days after 

the meeting. 
 

*ZBA meetings are not 

televised or recorded* 

 

Message From the Mayor 

Our city joins the nation in 

celebrating Independence Day 

on July 4th. The festivities 

range from family barbeques to 

community parades to 

magnificent fireworks. We 

celebrate to remind ourselves 

of the values that underpin the 

freedoms we enjoy in this 

country.  

It was at the third meeting of the Continental 

Congress that the formal motion was made to 

cut ties with England. That historic motion 

read: “Be it resolved that these United 

Colonies are, and ought to be, free and 

independent states, that they are absolved 

from all allegiance to the British Crown, and 

that all political connection between them 

and the State of Great Britain is, and ought 
to be, totally dissolved.” 

The declaration of Independence was 

essentially intended to explain this decision 

to secede. Interestingly, of the thirteen 

Colonies, only nine voted in favor, New York 

abstained, and Delaware remained 

“undecided” while South Carolina and 

Pennsylvania opposed it.  

That is still the way decisions are made in our 

democracy. We debate, discuss, and then 

take a vote. Essential to the survival of our 

democracy is that we remain civil and truthful 

in our deliberations, and accept the goodwill 

of those whose judgement prevailed. The 

recent shooting of a member of Congress by 

a disturbed person expressing his bitterness 

and rage because he had different views on 

political matters is of serious concern. We 

wish those who were injured a speedy 

recovery and pray that our political discourse 
abandons its current bullying flavor. 

The Planning Commission is currently 

reviewing a contentious development 

application for the former La Salette School 

area on Coolidge. This is a complex proposal 

that seems to have gone through a number 

Library 

Summer has 

arrived and 

the Berkley Public Library 

is ready to keep you 

engaged!  Thanks to the 

support of the Friends of 

the Berkley Public Library 

and Vibe Credit Union, the 

library is offering Summer 

Reading programs for 
children, teens and adults. 

Art & About in 

Downtown Berkley 

Friday, July 14 from 6 - 

9PM 

Every second Friday 

through October, the 

DDA’s new Art & About 

event will turn 

#DowntownBerkley into a 

district-wide gallery and 

performance space. 

Throughout the District, 

businesses will host an 

artist or performer as well 

as offer beverages and 
snacks. 

Berkley Street Art Fest  

Saturday, July 15 from 

11AM -6PM 

Downtown Berkley will be 

transformed 

with art as 

professional 

and amateur 

chalk artists 

create colorful 

street art. 

People will have the 

opportunity to watch these 

artists as their 

masterpieces come to life! 

Chalk master David Zinn 

will give a talk and create 

some of his chalk 

drawings. Fun for the 

entire family! Visit 

https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyCruisefest/?ref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/behindthebadge
http://www.berkleymich.org/


Hours of Operation 
 

City Hall offices are open M-F 

from 8:30AM to 5PM; closed 

from 1-2PM 

The Department of Public Works 

office is open M-F from 7:30AM 
to 3:30PM 

All city offices, excluding 

Public Safety, will be closed 

on Tuesday, July 4th in 

observance of Independence 

Day. The Public Safety 

Department will remain 

operational according to its 

normal schedule. All city 

offices reopen on 
Wednesday, July 5th. 

 

Public Works 
Tuesday, July 4 is a holiday for 

the City's refuse and recycling 

contractor. As a result, pickup 

that week will be delayed by 

one day (Tuesday moved to 

Wednesday and Friday moved to 

Saturday). 

 

SOCRRA will be making the 

transition from dual-stream 

recycling to mixed recycling 

starting in the summer of 

2017.  This exciting change will 

make recycling easier for 

residents while increasing 

recycling rates.  Sample 

recycling toters are available for 

viewing at several city facilities 

with distribution to residents 

later this summer (July-

September 2017). For more 

information, visit our website: 

http://www.berkleymich.org/de

partments/public_works/recyclin

g.php 

 

Free, bagged yard waste pickup 

ends on May 12.  From May 16 

through 

September 

29, residents 

will need 

to purchase 

yard waste 

stickers at $2 

of revisions in response to both community 

and Commission suggestions. The final 

proposal is yet to be introduced. As is usually 

the case, there are residents who applaud 

this proposal and those who oppose it. 

Recommendations to Council seem destined 

to await further analysis by the Planning 

Committee. We thank them for their 

diligence. 

New Businesses recently opened on 12 mile 

in Berkley include Cottage Inn Pizza, 

Reforming Foundations Pilates, and Disrupt 

Fitness. We wish these businesses every 

success in our community. 

Many people take advantage of this time of 

year for vacations. While sun and surf are 

appealing, the serious impact of ultra violet 

rays may not be felt for decades. We 

encourage the liberal use of sunscreen as you 
enjoy our summer weather. 

Last year, nationally, at least four people died 

and about 11,100 were injured badly enough 

to require medical treatment after fireworks-

related incidents. And while the majority of 

these incidents were due to amateurs 

attempting to use professional-grade, 

homemade or other illegal fireworks or 

explosives, thousands were from less 

powerful devices like small firecrackers and 

sparklers. We in Berkley experienced a tragic 

house fire among other fireworks-related 

incidents. If you use or find yourself near 

fireworks, please be both careful for yourself 

and respectful of your neighbors. Not all 
appreciate loud explosions late into the night. 

May I wish all our residents a safe, restful 

and happy Independence Day and lovely 
month of July. 

 
 

 
 

City Manager's Office  

Chat with Matt 

Thank you for those who 

attended our June 7, 2017 

Chat with Matt held at City 

Hall. Our guest, Sabrina Lilla, 

Finance Director, was on hand 
to provide an overview on the operations  

www.berkleystreetartfest.c
om for additional details. 

Adults 

Film Screening: The 

Zookeeper’s Wife 

Monday, July 10 at 2PM 

and 6PM (two screenings) 

In 1939 Poland, Antonina 

Zabinska (two-time 

Academy Award nominee 

Jessica Chastain) and her 

husband successfully run 

the Warsaw Zoo and raise 

their family in an idyllic 

existence. Their world is 

overturned, however, 

when the country is 

invaded by the Nazis and 

they are forced to report 

to the Reich's newly 

appointed zoologist (Daniel 

Brühl). To fight back on 

their own terms, the 

Zabinskis risk everything 

by covertly working with 

the Resistance and using 

the zoo's hidden tunnels 

and cages to save families 

from Nazi brutality. This 

film is based on the book 

by Diane Ackerman. No 

registration needed. 

Berkley Library’s 

Summer of Folk: Behind 

the Times 

Thursday, July 13 at 7PM 

at Berkley First United 

Methodist Church (2820 

12 Mile Road in 

Berkley) 

Behind The 

Times is an 

acoustic trio 

which blends 

influences from bluegrass, 

country, jazz, and popular 

favorites. The trio works 

together to create original 

music that reflects their 

eclectic roots backgrounds. 
No registration needed. 

 



each.  These stickers can be 

purchased at the DPW, City Hall 

or Library.  Each sticker is good 

for one bag or can-one time use 

only and 50 lbs. limit 

each.   Leaves and grass may 

not be raked into the street until 

October 1. 

 

Brush pickup is on-going with 

the route started on Tuesdays 

and typically finished on 

Wednesdays.  In order to safely 

feed the chipper, tree limbs 

must be 1"-4" in diameter and 

at least 4' long with cut ends 

facing one direction.  Smaller 

branches shall be placed in yard 

waste bags. 

 

90 gallon trash toters (cans) can 

be purchased from the DPW for 

$60 each. These are wheeled 

cans with attached lids that are 

dumped mechanically by city 

refuse hauler. 

 

Compost is available to 

residents. 

The stockpile is 

located just 

outside the DPW 

yard on Beverly 

between Bacon and Phillips.  

The DPW will be 

taking orders soon 

for the Fall 2017 

Tree Planting 

Program. Residents 

shall have their 

order placed and 

paid no later than August 19, 

2017. For more information, 

visit our website: 

http://www.berkleymich.org/de

partments/public_works/trees.p

hp  

 

Any questions on the above, 

please call the Berkley DPW at 

248-658-3490.  

 

We encourage all residents to 

sign up for Berkley email 

updates. In addition to  

receiving the monthly City 

newsletter, residents will be 

sent alerts related to water 

of the Finance and Treasury Departments. To 

review the presentation, visit: 

http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/cit
y_manager/managersblog.php. 

The next Chat with Matt will be held in 

October. Check the city website for updates 
on the date and location. 

Citizens Advisory Committee Update 

In December, 2016, City Council appointed 

15 Berkley residents to the Citizens Advisory 

Committee (CAC). The CAC was charged with 

the job of developing and presenting 

recommendations on our deteriorating local 

roads, the city’s aging water system, our 

inoperable Ice Arena and Community Center, 

and recommended improvements to City Hall 

and the Historic Fire Hall. At the June 19, 

2017 City Council Meeting, the Citizen’s 

Advisory Committee (CAC) submitted their 

recommendation to City Council for 

infrastructure improvements. To review the 

full report, visit the CAC page on our website, 

http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/cit
y_manager/cac.php. 

Proposed Development at Former 

LaSalette School Property 

In April, a proposal to develop an apartment 

and townhouse complex on the LaSalette 

School property was presented by the 

developer, Berkley Coolidge LLC, at the city’s 

Planning Commission Meeting. Planning 

Commission members voted to allow the 

developer, Berkley Coolidge LLC, to proceed 

with the application for a proposed planned 

unit development (PUD), with several 

concerns expressed related to distance 

between buildings and neighbors, building 

height, parking, traffic, and the amount of 

green space. Planning Commission members 

strongly suggested that the developer 

consider the concerns and modify the plan so 

that the proposed structures would match the 
character of the surrounding neighborhood. 

At the June 27th meeting, the developer 

presented a modified plan. The meeting was 

well attended by residents representing views 

on both sides of the proposal. At the end of 

the discussion, the Planning Commission 

voted to postpone the case and 

recommended several more plan changes be 
made and brought back to the Planning  

Fermentation Series: 

The Basics and Benefits 

of Fermenting  

Monday, July 17 at 6:30PM 

Learn about the health 

benefits of 

cultured/fermented foods 

and beverages. See how 

easy it is to make 

kombucha in your own 

home at a fraction of the 

cost compared to store 

bought brands.  

Looking for another option 

of preservation for your 

garden vegetables? A 

demo on how to make 

naturally fermented 

sauerkraut, kombucha, 

and beet kvass will be 

presented. There will be 

samples to taste and 

enjoy. Your health is a 

priority, come learn how to 

improve it! We are 

cultivating community 

from the inside out. Kits 

will be available for 

purchase. To register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 

call 248-658-3440. 

Build a Better Micro 

World 

Tuesday, July 25 at 

6:30PM  

Have you always wanted 

to create a tiny, plant-

based world, possibly to 

rule? Look no further! We 

will be teaching you how 

to make a terrarium of 

your very own. We will 

have succulents, 

containers, and all the 

materials. Feel free to 

bring your own container 

to use! Succulents 

generously donated by 

Westborn Market, our co-

sponsor. Please register 

individually by visiting 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 

call 248-658-3440. Space 
is limited. 

 



main breaks, road construction 

and snow removal. Homeowners 

can sign up online by visiting 

the city’s website. 

 

Berkley Historical 

Museum 

 

Has Berkley lost its heart? No, 

but it did lose Hart. That is Hart 

Street. Here is a small section of 

our city's 

official 

1929 map 

and Hart 

Street can 

be seen in 

this southeast area of Berkley. 

It ran south from Harvard to the 

alley south of Cambridge. That 

is another surprise - there used 

to be a lot of alleys in residential 

areas. Hart was also the only 

'street' in Berkley. There were 

avenues, roads, etc. - but only 
one 'street'. 

So, we lost our Hart and our 

only 'street'. If you drive down 

Cambridge it is very easy to 

spot where Hart used to be. 
Have a look. 

The Berkley Historical Museum 

is located in Berkley's old Fire 

Hall at 3338 Coolidge Hwy. The 

Museum is open on Wednesdays 

from 10 AM - 1 PM and on 
Sundays from 2 PM - 4 PM.  

 

Commission at a later date. For all the up-to-

date information on this development, visit 
the city’s website at www.berkleymich.org. 

Holiday Fireworks 

As we gather with friends and family 

members over the holiday weekend to 

celebrate Independence Day, it is important 

to remember the following ordinance 

provisions regarding the ignition and 

discharge of consumer fireworks: 

 The use of fireworks is allowed one 

day before, the day of and one day 

after a national holiday. On those 

days, the use of fireworks is not 

permitted between the hours of 12:00 

midnight and 8:00 a.m. On New 

Year’s Day, the use of fireworks is 

prohibited between the hours of 1:00 

a.m. and 8:00 a.m.  

 Fireworks shall not be ignited or 

discharged on public property 

(including streets and sidewalks), 

school property, church property, or 

private property without expressed 

permission of the property owner or 

legal representative of such premises. 

Parental supervision is required 

whenever minors purchase or have 

possession of fireworks.  

 A person shall not discharge, ignite or 

use fireworks while under the 

influence of alcohol, a controlled 

substance, or a combination of alcohol 

and controlled substances. The 

ignition, discharge and use of sky 
lanterns are not allowed at any time. 

If you have concerns regarding the use of 

fireworks, please contact the Public Safety 
Department, 248-658-3380. 

Avoid Fines - - - Keep Grass & Weeds 

Below 8 Inches 

Please be aware that Berkley City Code, 

Article III, Sec. 130-76 through 79, 

Obnoxious Weeds and Grass, the City 

requires your grass and weeds to be kept 

under 8 inches. To review the entire City 

Code, please visit the City Code Book on our 

website, 

http://www.berkleymich.org/departments/cit
y_clerk/citycodes.php. 

 

Afternoon Book Club 

Tuesday, July 11 at 

12:30PM 

Lady in Gold by Anne-
Marie O’Connor 

Berkley Reading 

Society  

Thursday, July 20 at 

6:30PM 

Three Bags Full by Leonie 

Swann 

Teens 

Make Toys for Animals  

Thursday, July 20 at 2PM 

Learn how to make catnip 

mice for cats at the 

Michigan Humane Society 

shelters. Community 

service credit will be 

available. To register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Henna Art Workshop 

Wednesday, July 26 at 

6:30PM 

This popular interactive 

workshop includes learning 

henna application 

technique and wearing a 

design home. To register, 

visit http://goo.gl/2oHwbP 

or call 248-658-3440. 

 

Tie Dye 

Like the 

Pros! 

Tuesday, 

August 1 at 

2PM 

Learn the secrets of great 

looking tie dye. We will 

use professional dyes and 

teach techniques to make 

spirals, bullseyes, V’s, and 

more. Make sure that you 

register early so that we 

can have the right sized t-

shirt for your creation. 

**These dyes will stain 

your clothes, so come 

wearing something you 
won’t mind getting a little 



Report violations to the Building 

Department/Code Enforcement 

(248.658.3320) during normal business 

hours (Monday – Friday 8:30 am – 5pm) and 

after business hours and weekends by calling 

the Department of Public Safety 
(248.658.3380). 

Sarcoma Awareness Month and 

Leiomyosarcoma Awareness Day 

Berkley City Council declared the month of 

July, 2017 as Sarcoma Awareness Month and 

July 15, 2017 as Leiomyosarcoma Awareness 

Day in the City of Berkley. The National 

Institutes of Health designates sarcoma as a 

rare form of cancer, containing approximately 

70 different subtypes. Leiomyosarcoma 

(LMS) is an aggressive subtype of soft tissue 

sarcoma derived from smooth muscle cells 

typically of uterine, gastrointestinal or soft 

tissue origin, and can metastasize to the 

bone, spine, brain, and liver. The City of 

Berkley is strongly dedicated to preserving 

the health of the residents of this city and in 

supporting the fight against Sarcoma and 
Leiomyosarcoma. 

Sign-up for eNews and Updates 

In April, the city unveiled a new website. If 

you have not done so already, remember to 

sign up for our enews system to receive 

alerts related to water and construction, and 

all the up-to-date happenings in the city. 

Please note: If you previously were signed up 

for email alerts and wish to continue (before 

April, the launch of the new website), you 

must re-enter your email at the bottom of 

any page on our site and follow the 
instructions. 

If you were receiving our monthly 

eNewsletter, you will continue to receive 

them via email. If you are interested in 

signing up for the eNewsletter, visit our 

website, 

http://www.berkleymich.org/stay_informed/n
ewsletters.php. 

 

 

 

 

 

extra color on it if things 

splash.** To register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Youth 

Mad Science Detroit: Up, 

Up, and Away! 

Thursday, July 6 at 

6:30PM 

This spellbinding special 

event introduces children 

to the principles of air and 

pressure. To register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Meal and a Movie: 

Beauty and the Beast 

(2017 version) 

Wednesday, July 12 at 

12PM and 6PM 

Two screenings each day! 

Bring a blanket and your 

meal to enjoy a movie at 

the library. Join us for an 

afternoon or evening of 

family fun! We'll provide 

the dessert! Space is 

limited. To register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Storytime in the Park 

Thursday, July 13 from 10 

- 11AM at Jaycee Park 

Change up your reading 

routine with the Berkley 

Public Library and Parks & 

Recreation. Hear a story 

with library staff and enjoy 

a physical activity. Parents 

and others are asked to 

remain at the park during 

programs. No registration 
needed. 

Paper Airplane 

Competition 

Wednesday, 

July 19 at 2PM 

Get a refresher 

on the basics 

of paper 
airplane folding, 



Parks & Recreation 

Special Events 

Story Time in the Park  

Thursday, July 13th 10-11AM 

Jaycee Park. Call 248.658.3470 for more 

info. 

 

SummerFest 

Senior Soiree 

Wednesday, July 12, 11AM 

Community Center 
Cost: Free 

Jaycee Jamboree 

Thursday, July 20, 6-8PM 

Jaycee Park  
Cost: Free 

Youth Camps 

Day Camp 

Now through Thursday, August 31st  

11 weeks, Grades K & up  

8:45 AM- 5PM (AM/PM extended available)  

Registrations will be taken in the Community 

Center office: Monday 8:30AM – 7PM, 

Tuesday- Friday 8:30AM – 5PM 

Baseball Academy Camp 

July 10-14 (Ages 6-11) 

Girls Volleyball Camp 

July 10- 14 (Grades 5-12) 

Self-Defense and Safety Camp for Kids 

July 17-21 (Ages 6-10) 

Leisure Unlimited Kiddie Tee-Ball Camp 

July 17-21 (Ages 4-6) 

Leisure Unlimited Soccer Starters Camp 

July 17-21 (Ages 3-5) 

Fencing Camp 

July 17-21 (Ages 11-17)  

Little Ninjas Camp 

July 24-28 (Ages 4-10) 

Golf Camp 

July 31- August 4 (Ages 5-11)  

Jump-A-Rama Cheer-Gymnastics Camp 

July 31- August 4 (Ages 4 & Up) 

 

 

experiment with some 

different styles and tricks, 

and use your most flight-

worthy creation to 

compete for prizes! To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Evening Story Times for 

Families 

 Thursday, July 20 

at 6:30PM 

Butterflies 

 Monday, July 31 at 
6:30PM The Ocean 

Come read, sing, and play 

with us! Stories and 

activities will target ages 

2-6, but children of any 

age and their grown-ups 

and siblings are welcome. 

Registration is not 
required. 

Rock Painting Party 

Monday, July 24 at 

10:30AM and 2PM 

Calling all kids and 

families! 

Join us as 

part of the 

“Berkley 

Rocks!” project. Please 

join us to paint and spread 

smiles and inspiration all 

over our city! All ages are 

welcome! A fun activity to 

do with your kids! The 

paint is washable, but can 

stain some fabrics, so 

dress accordingly. To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 

call 248-658-3440. 

Baffling Bill the Magician 

Thursday, July 27 at 4PM 

and 6PM (two shows) 

Baffling Bill the Magician is 

returning with his assistant 

Gus the Bunny for a 

comedic magic show 

celebrating the magic of 
reading. Programs are 



 

Adult Programs 

Outdoor Fitness Bootcamp - 

Community Park  

Saturdays beginning July 29, 8 

- 8:55AM 

Cost: $61 - resident, $66- non-
resident 

CPR/AED/First Aid- Community Center  

Monday, July 17, 6 - 9:30PM 

Cost: $90 - resident, $95- non-resident 

 

Pet First Aid 

July 31 

Safe on Campus  

July 24 

**Call Berkley Parks & Recreation for more 

information and to register: 
248-658-3470** 

Adult / Junior Tennis 

Clinics 

Sessions now forming/ 

multiple levels of experience 

and abilities Contact Kristen Harrison for 

further details: 248-891-9525 or 

placementtennis@yahoo.com or Berkley 
Parks & Recreation. 

Berkley Open Tennis Tournament 

Friday July 18- Sunday, July 20  
Registration deadline: Tuesday, July 15. 

Call Berkley Parks & Rec for more info: 
248.658.3470 

 

 

 

 

 

 

funded in part by 

the Michigan Council for 

Arts and Cultural 

Affairs and the Michigan 

Humanities Council. To 

register, visit 

http://goo.gl/2oHwbP or 
call 248-658-3440. 

Library Hours: 

 Mon-Thurs: 10 AM - 

8 PM 

 Fri: 10 AM - 6 PM 

 Sat: 10 AM - 3 PM 

 Sun: Closed 

 
For more information, call 
248-658-3440, 

visit:  http://www.berkley.lib.
mi.us/index.shtml or find us 
on Facebook. 
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